S.F. VINDICATED

In Bonn, Wenstern Germany, recently
acience fictton fought and won an important
victory in defence against officinl thought
control

Mnpazine science fletian was chullenged
under local censorship laws of Bavarin.
Adverse decizlon waould hnve stapped pub.
licallon of Germany's first two magnzZines,
and no douht held ap further attempts in
the euamic direction. Censorship practice ia
for compluints to he consldered by a com-
mittee of twelve prominent citizend, which
by n two-thirde majority has abaolute
nuthority te ban further pullicotion.

Before Hitler, the beginnings of s aciénce
flction tradition exliied in Germrny, with
writelz Jike von Harbou, von Hrnatein,
Frehaa, Gall, Spohr and Baminik: post-war
development has heen slow, und speciobist
mapazines are still 8 new jdena, There are
two, companion publicaticna  both  titled
tHopia. One 1a a 98-puge digest featuring
imported iransiations, mninly British =0
far (Cinrke, Bulmer, H. J. Campbelll, With
n “thin end of the wedge” palicy, as in other
countrics before, papular  rother  than
ndvanced stories nre used, hut the atandard
intended is similar ta that of The average
1%.8. or Britlsh magnzinc, Its companion is
n siitmmer Utopia-Klcinband nimed ut the
juvenile morket, n =ingle.character serics
subtitted Jim Purkera Abenleuer 1=
Weltraum (Jim  Parker's Adventures in
Space). credited to  Alf.  Tjornsen. Its
cquivalent In English does not exisi to-dny.
but can be found in the old Doc Saiays
and Coplain Futuye. The menlor magazine
wne under attock.

Three irsUes were selected for condemn-

atlan, the feature storles  criticlsed s
“Crucl, ainister, too realiatic with atomlc
wenapuns . . .- full of terrible acts. And they

glorify the uee of atomic wnr™"

Paclfist editor \Wulter Ernating protested:
“They do not undersiand why =zome of these
S5.F. novela nre ag reallstle and sometimen
‘horrible’-that  only realistie  Jdesacription
can prevent people aver vsing such weapons
in the future . . The horrible futlure i«
only to be prevented by the realistic picture
af It e appenled to Amerlean ecience
fictlonlsts for suppart. The Lon Angeles
S.F. Soctety, Fantasy Foundntion and indi-
viduals wrate and cabled protests, while
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Forrest J. Ackermnan sent n 2,000 word
defence which Ernsting had duplicnted for
perusnl of the Invextigatling committee.
Ackerminn said in part: 1 am Indebted
to the German sctence fiction story-tellers
who cpened my eyea to the wonders of the
Universe, to the value of humsn under-
standing. to the treasuics af peace and co-
operation and prugress . . . There are great

American and English writers, too, bhom-
barding the human briln with thoughts
and tdeala . . . If sametimes they dip thelr

penn in acid and hlood and paint pain-
pleturea of ghantly atomic horrer, it s to
crystallise the disastirous icsults of unholy
nmbition, 1wisted ressoning, mirapplied
sclence. For every bomhbh that drops in
sclence fiction, nn explosion taken place In
the mind of the reader that hlows away
misconception. For every tower of lies that
In tappled a skyvacruper of truth is erected.

“I do not wildly clalm that every sclence
flctlon story is n masterpiece of Imaogin-
ntion. morality and inaplration there
are some had-- some mighty bad sclence
fletion storlex! . . . But 1arcly “had” in the
moralistie or philosuphical sense, It ia too
bad, but not too Imte. that it is coming so0
Inte ta Germnny in o regular, recognised

form. I do not doubl for an inatant that
It i»a crude and unformed ns yet, hut you
hnve countrymen capable of quickly

remedying that - . . Den‘t turn your back
an sclence fiction, don’t kil the oppo:tunity
for n Hternlure that h-ix proven its value
elsewhere in the world to live and grow
and demonstrate {ts worth to you. Germany
Haz pgiven much to science fictton-God

z2rant thnt yan will new have the vislan
to et fram science fellon the wisdom,
strengih and courageous, conatructive

imzglnatlon that are the basic ingredients
of thix Iterature”,

After delibermting. the cenxoring com-
mittee voled unanimounly in favour of
Utopte. Their report desaribed the American
communications recebved “veritable
bombshells™, and went on ta say: “We were
nsatonirhed 1hat ascience fictlon = 5O
Important ns to arouse thla concern™.

Erilish sc-lence fctlonis Julinn Parr, who
attended the procecdings #aid: “It was n
very fair trial. #cience HBctlon emerging
with {tx position s=trengthened in the
procegs”.
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As a result <f the incident locnl renders

anticlpate rapid growth of intereal. Ger-
mnany'a first  Sclence  Fictlion Club s
announced, hended by Walter Splegl of

Nisdernhausen, and n Convention s

cnvianged far 1957,

BOOKS

Hejnenmann's new Sclencr Fictlon Series
made a rather discouraging start with
Utopin 214 by Rex Gordon, Dark Duminion
by David Duncan. and Dewn to Karth by
Pnul Capon. But the next three booka aic
a different proposition altogelher; they are
genulne sclence fiction of the higheat order,

A new coditlon of The War of the Workis
17.6) hy H. G. Wells 1a the first of these,
If there i» anyone left who has never reud
the Bl.yvear-old clagsic novel of Inter-
planetary invasion, 20 cruclly parodied on
the screen a couple of years ago, IU's about
time he found cut how much he hars hecn
missing. Wells' eye-witness uccount of n
Mmitinn attuck an  xouthern England
oround the turn of the ceptury was zome-
thing completely new and  brillinntly
original when firat published. Now there
have been hundreds. perhaps thousands, of
Invasion =#tories. Almos<t every important
writer in the field has written ane ar more,
nnd for dabhlers and heginners il has been
n stondard theme. Soma of the beat and
warst of science fiction hns been inapired
ultimately by The War of the Workis., And
even remembering the contributions of
men  llke Campbell, Heinleln, Willlnm#an
nnd Wyndhnm. one af the best 1u stitl Wells'
originnl.

The next twa books are American In
origin, appearing here for the frat time
in hook form In Britain at 10 6. Bring the
Jubitee by Ward Moore i o novel of time
travel and an alternate present, giving a
compelling picture of a possible warld in
which the Canfederacy wan the American
Civil War, The Union remained ns n bhack-
wnrd minor power, overshadowed hy the
Confederncy, which absorhed the West nnd
then gradually Latin Amecica. The firat-
peraon viewpoint iz that of a self-educated
peasant yauth who evenlunlly beeame a
leading authority on mililary histary in his
world. an equal of Captain Elsenhower and
Fleld-Marahnl Lidde]ll Hart.

Leat Dorkwneas Kall hy 1. Sprague de
Camp rlso has an alternate 1ime track ns
Its theme, hut from a different angle. The
initial problem is. how would a tnodern
man fare {n Gth-century Gothic Rome? De
Camp mokes him a classical scholnr, accl-
dentally moved back in time and stranded
in n situation where he has a chance of
Immedinte survival. From then on Martin
Padway's carcer in an «ventful one, as he
trics to npply his 20th-cantury knowledpe
to advantoge. knowing that If he success-
fully Introduces items like printing, gun-
pawder. Arablc numerals and  aptical
Instruments he must change the course af
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history. A well-balanced view of how the
pasition could ke exploited, presented with
de Camp's charncteriatic dey humour. This

wax his first novel, first published in =2
shurter version in Pakwoicn., December.
1939, onr of his beat —and the first puh-

lished in bock form in Hritain

Thre Treaaury of Neience Firtlon Classies
is the promising title of n new collection
edited by Harold W. Kuebler (Hanowver
Houne, $293, 684 pp.v. It ppts out to present
n  representative selection of the moat
impai tant scirnce fiction slories. A single
volume could hnrdly cover much of the
fleld. but a bird's-aye survey of the historic-
ally impouriant storiex could be a vatuahle
project. There is o huge body of work
neither well known nor readlly accessible
which descrvexs more attention then {1 gets,
There nre the innumerable books and
magazine storiea published before the very
vxlatence of sclence fiction as such was
accepted, now little known except lo spec-
inlinta: Famoux Mantastic Mysteries did
sood wark in bringing some of it ta light,
but It made hardly more thinn n beginning.
There are the magnzines like Argoay and
lur Boak which regularly featured Imag
inative fiction for a wide nudlence enrfier
in the century, and there are Gernsback's
toctun]l magarines with aclence fction
atovies alipped in which led directly to the
foundation of Amazing. And then there are
the firnt few years of the apeciolist mapa-
zines. with their medley of contradiclory
trends and mpid cvolutlon. And one could
oven extend the scape of the enquiry to
Include some of the revolutionary stories
here nand there which »till oceur, which
lead 1o revisions of common assumpliona,
like Leinster's “Sidewise in Time™ and
Heinlein's “Unlverne™.

Unfortunately, the present collection
seema a poor attempl. J. F. McComas call+
il “The most routine of sciszors-and-paste
jobs, dune without nny cditoria) skill what-
soever”. t1XNew York Timea. Fehruary 27).
\While the material la excellent ma far pa

It goex, it s almoxt @ll nvalinble In other
collections of recent years, or In fuller
veranians,  Excespla from works as  well-

known aa Huxley's Hrarr New World are
featured. which scemr  ruther pointieas
today when there I s0 much science fictlon
helng published and the fleld ts 20 well
known. or should we 2ay notorious?

A boak to recommend ks Robert Heinlein's
Ansiynment in Eterapty +Museum, 9.¢). It
is made up of an odd zssartment of four
storiea with not much In common except
thelr author. None is fitted Into the famons
Heinlein “Future Hintory”, ta which the
majorily of hiz stories conform. First is
the shart novel “Guil, n tough, fast moving
tuture apy thriller; an entertaining pot-
boller, mainly of interest as hin HArast
uppearance in post-war Astounding ufter n
kun of aix yeara, The next twa are from
the early ‘forties. “Loag Legacy™ appeared
in Suprr Belenee am “Lost Leglon”. To
modern renders there may =eem to be
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echoes of IManetics and Shaver; in fact,
the connection, If any, would he the ather
wany. This wox one of the most important
cxnmples in ita time of wstorien based on
the notion of potentlal mental powers.
parapsychology and paraphysles —telepnathy,
clairvovance, telekinesi=, teleporintion and
all the ather hypolhelicals now called “Pai”
far shorl. Actually based not o much on
Ithine and hin eheer dqund os on the older
popular fallacy about most of the humnn
hrain being unused. Mi. SBhastn s tossed
in for good measurs. But read Il. nhywny,
because it's nn excellent short novel 1hat
manngens to carry convictlon. “Elsewhen™
was cnlled "Elsewhere” In Aatownding In
1831; parallel time tracks is the theme.
Finnlly, there Is “Jetry ts a Maon“, from
Thrtlling Wander of 1948 An intcreating
Ireatment of the pioblem, what is a parson?
The problem arises when mutated apes
developed #a alave labour have the power
of apeech and start showing an Interest in
their legnl rights. This {3 a different slant
an the problem of Yercors® more recent
novel Rorderline, and n far mare iobable
sclution.

If you &re still reading alormed and
deapondent novels exploring the pernonal
life of genaitive souls in krim future palice
staten, another ane for you is The Bright
Phornir by Harold Mead (Michae! Joseph
"Novels of To-marrew” series, [2/8).
Sooner or Inter romeone will write n good
novel alang thexe llnes: it's o feld wide
open  for the personslly  well-balanced
writer with pood background in the right
fields of etudy who s willing 1o do somp
constructive thinking.

Fram the same publisher ts The Yrar of
the Camet by John Christopher 112,81, In
contraxt to Mead's anti-Utopia. thix hoak
taken place in a warld dominated by n prob-
able socin] order nelther Ideal nar unthink-
able: the Muanagerinl World Non-Sinte
which has flgured in varicus of Chris-
tapher's short atories. It would work, it
could evelve fram present conditions, it
could endure extremc stress without dis-
Integmating. and it hns both good nnd bad
pointz which {tsz citizens would recognise.
In faet, it hos an aiv of reality. The more
50 hecause it'= just pnart of the neceraary
backyground of the hock, not the centre of
interext Thila Ix n novel, not o fetionlsed
political tract. and {ts characters do a lot
mare than blame the system fer thelr
troubles. Three cheers for Christopher!

IN GENERAL

“Fanvets.” otherwine the Fantasy Vet-
crans’ Associatian, held its fifth annual
rcnvention in New Yark on April 17. The
Fanvets tsclence fictionists whao have served
in armed forces) begsn nas a charitahie
body. sending rroding matter ta fans cur-
rently on service overseas nand puta on
these shows to ralse funds. The gathering

hns come to hnve greal interest, how-
cver, as a meeting of New Yark profesalannia
and aetive odvesates af SE.

Sam Moshowitz 1law Sederce Fictinn Plux)
spoke ot length, giving his view that the
nieaenl receanion (n the field ts largely due
to itz own Imperfecltions rnther than
eronomic causer. Pscudo-sclence and fan-
tasy ratier than the ren! thipg, and par-
ticulnrly the extensive usc af the “sophisti-
cated” naproach populari=ed by Gainry nnd
it imite . ors, were the trouble, he thought.
“While a saphisticated sncience fiction story
once in n while s epnjoyahle, s A nteady
dict they will drive renders away. There
Ia only one XNetr Yarker, no why should
most of the science fiction maguzines uxe
that 1ype of story ™

John W, Compbell. Jr. Asfommding) anid
that his [« licy would centinue to be emphn.
nis on humen-element atudlea, at the ex-
pense af the physical sciences

Other sprakers included Damon Knlght
{Worlda Beyond cditor and writeri Hownard
Browne ( Amnzing Stories); Artist Ed Emsh;
l. Sproguc de Camp: Mrs. Evelyn Gold,
Willy Lry, whn spoke on hix part in the
film “Muh In Spoce”: actor Walter Brooke,
featured In the film “Conquest of Space”;
Theodore Sturgean.  Attendance was 235,
and the list included moxt of New Yurk's
notables.

Julea Verne wuas honoursd on the occa-
slon of the B0th anniverzary of his death
(March 24, 10061 with various celebralions
in France. Also, o et of ten commemoara-
tive stamp: wan {asued by Maonzco. Nine
valuer show =ccnes frumy Verne's novels:
the 1enth, the U.S. Atomic Submarine
Nantilusa. named In honour of that in 20040
Leayues Uneder the Sco

In the [ate nincteenth century. Verne wrote
dozens of imnaginative stories which gripped
the populnr imagination, and did much to
tnfluence the chnracter of later =sclence
fictlen, He wan probably the first to write
science fiction consclously and coenscicn-
tlously. dealing in reslities and logical pre-
dictlons. and certainly the Nrst to wrlte
it muccessafully,

MAGAZINES

The Britlah editions of Thrilling Wonder
Stories, Startling Sloriea and Plapet Slaries
mentioned in our last issue as current, ac-
tually ceased publicatlon some months ago,
the final jaruex being numbered respectively
104, I8 nnd 12

The four magazines published by the John
Spencer Co. aléc finlshed recently: Fufuris-
fic  Neiswir Ntorita  with  Na 18, Yuln i
To-morraw with No. 11. Wonders of the
Sparcirays with No 10, snd Worldx af
Fantusy with No, 14. These really amounted
ta only one maogaxine, nu they showed no
Individual differences and appenred more
or lezs nlternnately. They were alanted for
the ten-year-old market, nnd as such had
a useful function. There should be zome-
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thing 1o read as well nd comics to gape at
Nothing corresponding 1o these exiata In the
L' S.A.. prchably because publishers don't
believe ten-year-olds can read.

1f reverted fram monthly to bl-menthly
schedule from June, 1955, No other changes
were made. apart fram the revival of a
renders’ section.

Thrilliny Wonder Storien and Fuantasile
Story Magazinex censed publication, the titles
heing “comhbined” according to the pub-
lishers with Srartling Storiex with  the
Spring 1955 issye, The volume numbering
remnalns that of Stariling, which commenced
publicatlon in 1938, Thiillinyg Wonder was
the ultimate dexcendant of Hugo Geins-
hack's Science Wander Storiex. begun in
June, 1928, The magazine hnd nn odd
history, going through maore chonpes thon
nny other in the field. Firstly, nfter n yecor
the word Science was dropped from the
title. Up to 1that time Gernsback hnd pub-
lirhed not only o xupplementary Quarterly
asn he had previoualy done with Amazing,
but alzo a manthly Air Wonder Storica nnd
a Scienlific Detective Monthly, Inter lsaurcs
cnlled Amasing Deieective. The lalter two
were incidentally the first attempix al com-
bining science fictlon generally with n apecinl
intereat, and long nfter they werc aban-
doned Wander continurd running nir and
detecllve starles new nnd then

The magazine'x x=lzc wns changed from
the Bin. x 12in. which wns usunl in the
‘twenties, to an untrimmed 10in. x Sin.
bnck agnin: fower pages nnd n lower price
t15 ngainat 25 centr) was tried for five
{saues. then back to full =ize—then down
ta 10in. x Tin. again, where [t stayed. Price
vwas cut to 15 cents ogain In 1935 hut after
A few more lssues publication ceased, to be
resumed four montha Inter by another pub-
{lnhre, Standoard, and with the ndded word
Thrilling in the title. For n few lssuex un-
heard-of depths were plumbed before there
was SOme Improvement. Wnitime lasues
went 1o far worse extremea. however. From
nbout 1818 anwards there was great improve-
ment, and although n consistent hlgh stnnd-
nrd wans never mnintained for long the
magazine was quite worth while far the
last few years of ifa life. Editors included
CGornsback himeelf. Tmvid Larser. Charles
1. Hornlg, Leo Mnrguiles, Maorl Weisinger,
Sam Merwin, Sam Mines, Alex Snmalman
and Pheron Ralnes.

Fasmtaalie Story Maunzinc wad devoled
mainly to reprinting stories from its com-
panlon magazines, although same from other
sources and zome new shorts were also
uneed

The August, 1935, lssue of The Manazine
of Fantoay and Science Fichion will cantain
¢nly new stories, departing from the policy
fcllowed since 1849 in 49 lssues to dale.
which hns been to assemble n varied group
aof imnginatlve mories. Including  several
previously printed, Some treasures have
Ieen brought to light, particuliarcly excellent
storiex loast to view by previous burinl In
unlikely pages, and long-overiooked histort-
cal itemy. Presumably the all-origlnal fasue

is nn experimoent. Scheduled are Henry
Kuttner nnd . .. Moare; Mildred Clinger-
man; Stephen Arr: Gordon R, Dickson:
Eliznbath Saxnny Holding: Boh Ottum: Poul
Andeison; Patrick Dickinson. Charles Benu-
mont: Anthany Bcucher: and Anderson ond
Dicksun Incidentally, Beaumont wlll be
contributing a regulnr film department in
future issues.

ON THE SCRLEEN

\Wnit Disney has made Man in Space in
colour, though mont viewera will see it only
in hiack nnd white; anly television release
in ro far planned. ~It'x douhtful if =0 many
famous S.F. peraonnlities were ever packed
fnto n thentre before™. reported Forrest J.
Ackerman of n special preview nt  the
Studlno, Moat of Loz Angeles’ numerous
writers in the ficld were there: "All ngreed
Dizney should be prtitioned tlo let the rest
of the warld enjoy Mnn in Space thentrle-
ally™.

Long in production, Rick Strouss
Drstruciion Orhit s completed. This bringa
the spice warfare imogined in the ‘thirtlea
to the screen, rnys nnd cxploding rockels
well 10 the fare.

Mansters are »till with us. Mnsier effecta
man Ray Yarrvhausen onimated the big-
west yai, o full acale Kinken that wrecks
the Golden (iate and crawls ashore up San
Franclaca's Markel Sireet in It Came fram
Beneath the Sea. 1Het they shorien that
title long before releaser This plece of
wishful thinking is careying the traditionnl
L.A.-'Frigeo rivalry n hit toa Tar, surely.

M-G-M ls maoking Forbidden Planet. on
a flight to Jupiter. So many new nand
wtartling speclal effects will be Introduced
in thia ple. according to Studlo public
relntions department, that closesl secrecy
in beinpg observed, entrance to all  xetz
Linrred to pPrevent premature exXposures.

Beln Lugosl, vitiain of more horror showa
thnn we'd care ta ecuni, 8 at it again.
He makey n come-back in Bride of fhc
Atom, naw completed.

Poul Andesson nnd Tekert von  Hal-
splepel scripted Heogond the Barricva of
Spacr, whirh brings ua into the Interstelinr
range: Space Statlon nnd Martinn #ets are
only preliminaries ta a  faster-than-light
trlp to nnother system. It's even mude
n douhle star avstem, giving a dull red and
t blue »un in the sky to cieate colcur cllfects.
Fiom then on the plclur= sounds like taking
a cormny turn, with n Huseian party giving
trouhle.

Artint Paunl BAlolsdell. whose fine work
nppenred on magazrine covera in Germany
nnd Sweden before he sold one in the
I18S.A. hps designed nand animated an
impressive cxtra-terrestrial for a future B-
clasn pleture, Another of those troublescme
Things from ©QOuter Space, (Ackerman
wonders why never inner spnceT).
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